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Don Knabe Golf Center & Junior Academy is proving to
be a valuable asset to all members of the community

S

ince it re-opened last year, the
Don Knabe Golf Center & Junior Academy has shown it is
more than just a golf course.
It’s a community gem.
Don Knabe provides residents in
the area a great recreational activity
by offering affordable opportunities
to play golf, and in association with
CourseCo, has developed community-themed events throughout the
year that provide fun and entertainment for the whole family.
As far as golf is concerned, the
ease, playability and short layout at
Don Knabe is especially beneficial for
beginning players, kids, seniors and
women, all of whom have been frequenting the facility.
“Don Knabe is perfect for women
and seniors because the golf course is
short and very player-friendly,” said
General Manager Neil Sauer. “We
have a seniors club that plays once a

month and a women’s group that
plays once a week. They enjoy the
course because you can quickly get
around 9 holes in an hour.”
In addition to women and seniors,
opportunities abound for junior
golfers at Don Knabe, both for introducing them to the game and providing them instructional programs,
which are run by the Southern California Golf Association’s SCGA Junior program as well as through golf
professionals at the facility.
“All of the programs are inexpensive so it makes it easy for juniors to
get into golf and other programs they
may not previously have been able to
based on financial constraints,” Sauer
said. “Don Knabe was designed perfectly for juniors to get into golf and
enjoy it at an early age. It’s also good
for the growth of the game as well as
a spot for adults or juniors to hang
out and enjoy.”

The programs are invaluable to
kids in the region.
“This course truly caters to kids
that are new to golf,” said Jesse
Davila, whose two daughters play
and receive instruction at Don Knabe.
“The staff is a big part of why we will
continue to keep our kids involved in
the golf program.”
Some of the other happenings tak-

ing place at Don Knabe that are beneficial to the community include golf
leagues, FootGolf (a fun activity for
the whole family where you play
golf, but with a soccer ball), and free
events such as Movie Nights, where
residents come to watch flicks such as
Moana, and Pizza with Santa, where
families made decorations and took
pictures with St. Nick.
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Don Knabe Golf Center & Junior Academy excels at teaching kids the values of the game – and life
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TAKING FLIGHT!
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The Bird Cage Range draws golfers to the
practice tee with a fun, unique experience
friendly to play for kids and
adults alike.”
More importantly, though,
he said his kids are learning
to be more focused, patient,
driven, honest, fair and
strategic thinkers.
“The values and lessons
they are getting from playing golf will help them
greatly for the rest of their
lives,” he said.
The junior golf programming put on by the Southern
California Golf Association’s
SCGA Junior includes six 8week sessions per year that
also provides a free private
lesson and a golf pass that
offers reduced green fees at
more than 100 courses in
Southern California.
Don Knabe also offers a
Sunday junior lesson class as
well as monthly golf tournaments that serve as an educational tool for young
golfers to learn rules, etiquette and scoring needed to
compete in bigger tourna-

W

elcome to golf’s main attraction when it comes
to practice facilities in L.A. County – the Bird
Cage Range at Don Knabe Golf Center & Junior

Juniors can learn a lot
about the game and life in
Don Knabe’s golf programs.

ments. Junior golfers also
learn the fundamentals such
as how to grip an iron and a
driver, how to swing and
putt, and more.
“They’re taught how to be
respectful and helpful to
their classmates,” Jesse said.
“At a young age kids just

want to go out and have fun.
The fact our kids are having
so much fun while learning
about the different aspects of
golf and getting better week
after week it is more likely
that they will want to continue playing golf for many
years to come.”

Academy.
The range offers golfers in the community – those both
young and young at heart – a fun and unique way to sharpen
their skills.
Part of the attraction is the 30
hitting areas, the affordable cost
of range balls, and the new and
modern-looking facility, but the
Bird Cage Range also draws
golfers for some of its other distinct benefits.
The most obvious is a brightThe Bird Cage Range.
yellow goal post 150 yards
down the range that provides
endless opportunities to hit shots through the uprights. And,
there’s a payoff if you hit the goal post.
“It’s a regulation goal post so it makes a noise when
struck,” said General Manager Neil Sauer. “It’s a fun and different target to aim for.”
The range is an excellent place for kids to come and have a
blast, too, according to Norwalk resident Jesse Davila, whose
two daughters practice at the Bird Cage Range.
“They love going after all of the markers,” he said.
Another appealing aspect of the Bird Cage Range for
golfers in the area is the fact that it offers two practice putting greens and a practice chipping green with a bunker.

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS

I

n addition to providing
opportunities for kids,
seniors and women, the
Don Knabe Golf Center & Junior Academy has also implemented additional
family-friendly activities that
bring the community together for fun and entertainment. Here’s a look at two
events held in the last year:

MOVIE NIGHT
Local residents made a swing
into Don Knabe Golf Center
last November not for golf,
but for the chance to see the
movie Moana. In addition to
the film, there was a popcorn
and cotton candy machine,
and a face-painting station
for kids

PIZZA WITH SANTA
The halls of Don Knabe were
decked out in the community
room as local families came
out to see Santa Claus, take
pictures and enjoy pizza and
drinks.

Members of the Latina Golfers Association at Don Knabe.

PERFECT SETTING
Don Knabe offers welcoming spot for Latina Golfers Association

T

he Don Knabe Golf Center &
Junior Academy has helped play
a big role in the success of the
Latina Golfers Association.
How big?
Grande, according to association’s
founder Azucena Maldonado.
“Having a 9-hole, short-hole golf
course facility is absolutely crucial for

the Latina Golfers Association and the
success of our programs,” she said.
“We are not able to easily provide the
kind of hands-on golf lessons at 18-hole
golf courses like at Don Knabe where
newbies can feel comfortable and welcome to play golf.”
Founded in 2008, the Latina Golfers
Association is an organization that em-

powers women through golf and helps
them use the game as a business tool.
More than 1,500 women from across
Southern California have been introduced to the game through the association, more and more of them at Don
Knabe since it opened in mid-2017.
“Our signature golf program at the
Don Knabe Golf Center is our Latina
Leadership Through Golf,” Maldonado
said. “We select 20 Latina leaders who
take part in our five-part series, which
consists of intense golf lessons, etiquette and on-the-course instruction.
The Don Knabe Golf Center is perfect
for our series as it provides our women
a friendly venue that offers them a safe
space to take their first steps onto a tee
box to play a round of golf.”
Even more importantly, Don Knabe
plays an instrumental role in the lives
of some women.
“Golf is a beautiful sport and it provides women with a powerful business
and networking tool that can help them
enhance their careers,” she said. “The
Latina Golfers Association would not
be able to provide golf programming
without the support of the Don Knabe
Golf Center and golf courses like it.”

